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There was a full moon and, in addition, many 
torches lit the impressive scene. Thousands upon 
thousands had gathered in a plaza in Jamaica. It 
would only be a while for them to be declared free. 
When the last bell of midnight rang, they would be 
men and women who would be allowed to do what 
they wanted and go where they pleased. That was 
what the government had decreed. Many of them 
were Christians who waited anxiously for the time to 
sing hymns. In front, directing them, was missionary 
Guillermo Knibb, who had fought hard against slavery. 
Of course, he was very excited. He requested the 
hymns they would sing and he read Bible verses. 

Suddenly, the first midnight chime was heard. For 
them slavery was like a monster that held them. With 
each blow of the bell, the expectation increased, until 
twelve o'clock rang. He shouted: "The monster is 
dead!" Then, in a pit that they had already dug, they 
threw in chains, cricket balls and a whip. In the midst 
of chants and shouts of joy, they filled the pit covering 
it with dirt. 

This is a dramatic demonstration of what the 
Gospel can do, both in society and in a person’s life. 
No true follower of Christ can tolerate injustice in the 
world. Many times it has been Christians who have 
led the fight against any form of oppression, although 
today some ignore or forget about it. 

However, the main work of the Gospel is to free us 
from another slavery, that of sin. The Bible tells us 

that we are all sinners and that we are slaves to sin, 
although apparently we are "good people". 

He who says he does whatever he pleases, in      
reality, is doing what the devil wants him to do. 

Jesus Christ said that He came to give us freedom. 
In the times when there was slavery, they could be 
freed if someone paid a price for their freedom. This 
was called "redemption”. That is why we say that 
Christ is our Redeemer. When He died on the cross, 
He did it to pay our redemption with His own life. 
Through Him we can be freed from sin. 

What would have happened if one of those slaves 
in Jamaica had said: “Everything is a lie. It is a gov-
ernment trap. I do not believe it.”? It would have been 
something unusual, almost impossible to believe. 

To receive the redemption that God offers us in 
Jesus Christ, it is necessary that we believe in Him 
and give Him our life, so that He unleashes us from 
all that enslaves us. Jesus Christ will keep His     
promise to free us. He will also give us a completely 
new life with the assurance that we will enjoy eternity 
with Him.  �
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